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Main Library
• UB = Universitätsbibliothek
• Located at Philosophikum I

• General literature (all subjects) 
and reference books

• Textbooks and handbooks
• Focus on Humanities

Introduction to the Library
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Zweigbibliothek im 
Philosophikum II (= ZP II)
• Social and Political Sciences
• Music
• Theology & Religious Studies
• Teacher Education & Education 

Science

Introduction to the Library

Zweigbibliothek im Zeughaus
• Geography
• Agricultural Science, Ecotrophology
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Zweigbibliothek Recht und 
Wirtschaft (= ZRW)
• Law
• Economics

Introduction to the Library

Zweigbibliothek Natur- und 
Lebenswissenschaften (= ZNL)
• Medicine, Veterinary Medicine
• Chemistry, Physics, Biology
=> TEMPORARILY CLOSED



UNIVERSITÄTSBIBLIOTHEK GIESSEN

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC LIBRARIES (FACHBIBLIOTHEKEN)
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English Studies, German Studies

located near the main library

Romance Languages and Literatures

located across the street from the
main library at Philosophikum II

History, Archeology, Classical
Languages and Literatures

located near the main library

Introduction to the Library

Mathematics and Informatics

located at the science campus near
the ZNL
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For more details, 
please refer to the
library‘s homepage:

https://www.uni-
giessen.de/ub/de

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/rnavi-en/libraries-and-opening-hours/index_html
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/de
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/de
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• Opening hours main library: 7.30 - 23.00
• Library services for more than 26,000 students and 

1,900 researchers and academic staff
• More than 3,800,000 resources (books, electronic 

resources, CDs, DVDs, music scores ...) on offer
• Single, group and computer workstations
• Electronic open access publishing service hosted by

Giessen University Library at JLUpub

WELCOME TO THE MAIN LIBRARY
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https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/ueber-uns/bib/bibliotheken-der-jlu-zahlen-daten-fakten
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• Student Card = Library Card

• Library card number + password
(= library account) allow you to:

• borrow books at the self-serving
machines (or circulation desk)

• renew items online 
• request items already on loan
• order books from the closed stacks

Introduction to the Library

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/ausleihe-fernleihe/chipk/chipkarte
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Option 1: Access through the library‘s homepage Option 2: Access through the JUSTfind homepage
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• Standard loan 28 days, up to 10 renewals

• Books from the main library (UB) and other sites (ZP II, ZNL, ZRW, Zeughaus)

• Open shelf areas with different shelfmark systems (locate books via Standort)

BORROWING BOOKS AND OTHER RESOURCES 

Open 
Shelf

green shelfmark: circulating

red shelfmark: non-circulating

Z-shelfmark (journals): non-circulating

https://hds.hebis.de/ubgi/Record/HEB190477415
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USING THE SELF-SERVING MACHINE

Introduction to the Library

https://youtu.be/DaR5mQr01pA
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• Copiers (often with integrated printers and scanners)
• Available also at other library sites (ZP II, ZNL, ZRW, …)
• Payment: via student card or guest card (charge your card at one

of the revalue stations „Aufwerter“)
• Price: 4ct per page (A4, b/w)

PHOTOCOPYING, PRINTING, SCANNING
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https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/lernort-ausstattung-en/arbeiten-en/kopieren-en/kopieren-en?set_language=en
https://hees.de/uni-giessen/aufwerter/
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• ebooks, ejournals (ca. 62,000), wide range
of databases

• on campus: access via WiFi (WLAN) or from
computer workplace

• off campus: access via EZ-Proxy

ACCESSING E-RESOURCES

Introduction to the Library

• You need a valid student account user ID (s/j/g-Kennung) + password

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literatursuche-en/nutzung-en?set_language=en
https://login.ezproxy.uni-giessen.de/menu
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OFF-CAMPUS: LOGIN via JUSTfind
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LOGIN via JUSTfind – Step 1 
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LOGIN via JUSTfind – Step 2 
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LOGIN via JUSTfind – Step 3 
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• JUSTfind = the library‘s discovery service

• Use JUSTfind to search
• the holdings of the JLU library system: 

books, journals, theses, online media, …
• articles from e-journals, books, records from bibliographic databases and more

• Accessible via search box on the library homepage or through JUSTfind homepage

FINDING RESOURCES (PRINT & ELECTRONIC)

Introduction to the Library

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/de
https://hds.hebis.de/ubgi/index.php
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INTERLIBRARY LOAN

Introduction to the Library

With the interlibrary loan service, books and articles that are unavailable in the JLU library system can be 
obtained from other German or international libraries.

For an interlibrary loan you need
− an ID card for borrowing (student card)

− an interlibrary loan account with a credit balance

− a password for your online / interlibrary loan account

Conditions:
− 2,00 € per order

− delivery time = 2 to 3 weeks

− loan period: usually 4 weeks
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INTERLIBRARY LOAN – CATALOGUE PORTAL
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ACCESSING LICENSED DATABASES & SUBJECT-SPECIFIC BIBLIOGRAPHIES
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ACCESSING LICENSED DATABASES
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https://web-s-ebscohost-
com.ezproxy.uni-
giessen.de/ehost/search/
advanced?vid=0&sid=040
57abe-913b-43bb-9217-
f5e06668a38e%40redis

https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uni-giessen.de/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=04057abe-913b-43bb-9217-f5e06668a38e%40redis
https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uni-giessen.de/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=04057abe-913b-43bb-9217-f5e06668a38e%40redis
https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uni-giessen.de/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=04057abe-913b-43bb-9217-f5e06668a38e%40redis
https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uni-giessen.de/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=04057abe-913b-43bb-9217-f5e06668a38e%40redis
https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uni-giessen.de/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=04057abe-913b-43bb-9217-f5e06668a38e%40redis
https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uni-giessen.de/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=04057abe-913b-43bb-9217-f5e06668a38e%40redis
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LITERATURE SEARCH VIA LICENSED DATABASE

Introduction to the Library

Searching a bibliographic database (f.e. MLA International Bibliography) versus 
Using the Library’s Home Page Search Function (JUSTfind)

Major difference: 
The discovery service covers all fields and topics and has no focus, whereas a 
bibliographic database focuses on literature on a specific topic or subject.

Advantages of the bibliographic database:
 Focus on literature relevant to a specific subject or topic
 more powerful search tools
 more options for focusing the search
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LIBRARY HELP
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• General questions: library helpdesk

• Reference questions: contact your subject librarian

HOW CAN I GET HELP?

• YouTube-Tutorials on how to use the library

• ebook „JUSTfind – Wissenschaftliche Literatur finden“
(unfortunately there is no English version)

• Audioguide „JUSTlisten“

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/schulungen_fuehrungen
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/schulungen_fuehrungen/einfuehrung/JUSTlisten


UNIVERSITÄTSBIBLIOTHEK GIESSEN

Introduction to the University Library
Tuesday, 18 April 2023
4.15 pm – 5.45 pm

Meeting point:
Universitätsbibliothek (UB), Philosophikum I, Otto-Behaghel-Straße 8 (entrace hall)

Registration is not required.

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/schulungen_fuehrungen/termine/termine_fuehrungen/guidedtour_230418

05.04.2023 39Introduction to the Library

GUIDED TOUR



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

4005.04.2023
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